Prognostic impact of cytogenetic aberrations in patients with multiple myeloma or monoclonal gammopathy of unknown significance.
Chromosomal aberrations are the most important prognostic factors in haematological malignancies. Detection of certain genetic changes leads to risk adapted strategies in leukaemia therapy. In multiple myeloma the importance of genetic alterations and their prognostic impact is of growing interest. Several therapeutic approaches seem to be uneffective for patients harbouring certain chromosomal abnormalities. Although the yield of metaphases due to a low proliferation rate is considerably lower in plasma cell dyscrasias, a number of chromosomal changes with prognostic implications have been identified in the past years, particularly due to the introduction of new techniques. This article gives a short survey of the most important genetic alterations and their prognostic influence on the outcome of patients with plasma cell malignancies known to date.